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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 3-7, 10, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Hellberg, WO 01/95481. 

Figs. 14 and 15 of Hellberg disclose a circuit comprising: A high efficiency 
amplifier including input signal dividing means (10) for splitting an input signal 
comprising: a first amplifier (PA1 ) for amplifying a first input signal fed from said input 
signal dividing means; a second amplifier (PA2) for amplifying, when power of a second 
input signal fed from said input signal dividing means is greater than specified power, 
the second input signal; and a combining circuit (couplers at outputs of PA1-PA5 having 
transmission lines of a/ 4 ) for combining an output signal of said first amplifier and an 
output signal of said second amplifier, said high efficiency amplifier comprising before 
said first amplifier: amplifier; a level limiting circuit (L1) for limiting, when amplitude of 
the first input signal fed from said input signal dividing means is greater than a specified 
level, the amplitude of the first input signal to less than the specified level, and for 
supplying to said first amplifier. 

Regarding claim 5, amplifier DR together with limiter L1 can be read as a level 
limiting circuit is a driver amplifier. 
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Regarding claims 6, 7, and 10, L1 and L2 can be read as waveform shaping 
circuit or first waveform shaping circuit and second waveform shaping circuit. 

Claims 3, 4, 6-8, 10, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hellberg, U.S. Publication # 2003/0137346 A1. 

Figs. 16 and 17 of Hellberg disclose a circuit comprising: A high efficiency 
amplifier including input signal dividing means (input coupler at input of 18 and 38) for 
splitting an input signal (x) comprising: a first amplifier (1 0) for amplifying a first input 
signal fed from said input signal dividing means; a second amplifier (12) for amplifying, 
when power of a second input signal fed from said input signal dividing means is greater 
than specified power, the second input signal; and a combining circuit (couplers at 
outputs of 1 0, 1 2, 1 6 having transmission line Zt of a/ 4 ) for combining an output signal 
of said first amplifier and an output signal of said second amplifier, said high efficiency 
amplifier comprising before said first amplifier: amplifier; and a level limiting circuit (38) 
for limiting, when amplitude of the first input signal fed from said input signal dividing 
means is greater than a specified level, the amplitude of the first input signal to less 
than the specified level, and for supplying to said first amplifier. 

Regarding claims 6, 7, and 10, non-linear functions 38 and 18 can be read as 
waveform shaping circuit or first waveform shaping circuit and second waveform 
shaping circuit. 

Regarding claim 8, filters 42, 44 (similar to filter 40) can be read as a first 
distortion compensating circuit and a second distortion compensating circuit. 
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Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ditcham, U.S. patent # 2,085,01 1 . 

Fig. 1 of Ditcham discloses a circuit comprising: A high efficiency amplifier 
including input signal dividing means (input transformer at input of 3 and 5) for splitting 
an input signal comprising: a first amplifier (4) for amplifying a first input signal fed from 
said input signal dividing means; a second amplifier (3) for amplifying, when power of a 
second input signal fed from said input signal dividing means is greater than specified 
power, the second input signal; and a combining circuit (decoupling means 6 at outputs 
of 4 and 5) for combining an output signal of said first amplifier and an output signal of 
said second amplifier, said high efficiency amplifier comprising before said first 
amplifier: amplifier; and a level limiting circuit (limiter 5) for limiting, when amplitude of 
the first input signal fed from said input signal dividing means is greater than a specified 
level, the amplitude of the first input signal to less than the specified level, and for 
supplying to said first amplifier. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 9 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PATRICIA T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-1768. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pascal can be reached on 571-272-1769. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2817 



